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evident mortification at the spectacle of our military triumphs
To prophesy evil for his own nation is an unwise course foi
any man ; it gives his vanity, and perhaps his personal
enmities, an interest in the national disasters, and at all
events disturbs the currents of his patriotic sympathies.
Strange as it may sound, there have been Englishmen to
whom it was thought necessary by their families cautiously
to break the shock of the great news of Waterloo, so violent
was the grief anticipated at the final prostration of their idol.
We could mention one man, well known in his day as a
miscellaneous author, and not an unamiable man (though a
coxcomb) in his character of literary patron, who, being
accidentally at a dinner-party on the day when that mighty
catastrophe reached Norfolk, was kept in ignorance of the
news by an arrangement concerted separately with each of the
guests (amongst whom was Wordsworth) as he happened to
arrive : it was understood that this precaution was requisite
to insure his attendance at dinner.

No such case ever has occurred in France. The martial
successes of France in the days of Louis XIV, when the
unhappy Palatinate was twice given up to desolation by
French marshals, obtained the cordial sympathy of the whole
people, no less than the still more atrocious acts of Napoleon.
No excess of profligacy and injustice connected with martial
trophies has ever damped the unity of patriotic joy amongst
the French : no sanctity of defensive warfare has ever availed
to insure it amongst the English. And, generally, this may
express no more than that freedom of thought amongst our-
selves which presents all public topics under every variety
of phasis. But, as there are cases in morals upon which
good feeling precludes all variety of judgment, so in politics
there are rare crises upon which the good and evil of posterity
so essentially depend that any diversity of feeling is irrecon-
cilable with the very lowest stage of patriotism. Absolute
conformity is required by simple honesty ; and no toleration
exists for dissenters of any class.

Such a case existed from 1803 to 1815, and more emi-
nently than ever before in the history of mankind. What
was Dr. Parr's behaviour ? I shall not go into it at length :
to see a good man wandering so grievously from the path of his